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Claims 

1 . A method\for indicating a terminars (MS) location in a telecom- 
munications system cornprising: 

a core networmCN); and 
5 an access network (RAN) comprising a first network controller, 

which at least temporarily\acts as the terminal's serving network controller 
(SRNC), for reporting the tentiinars location to the core network, and a second 
network controller, which atueast temporarily acts as the terminal's drift net- 
work controller (DRNC), fo\ maintaining a connection with the terminal; 
10 wherein 

there is a first set oV predetermined criteria for sending information 
about the terminal's (MS) location to the core network (CN); and 

in response to fulfilment of at least one criterion in the first set, the 
terminal (MS) sends to the second network controller (DRNC) location infor- 
15 mation (4-1, 5-1) on the basis oWhich the terminal's location can be deter- 
mined; and the second network controller (DRNC) forwards the location infor- 
mation to the first network controller (SRNC) for reporting to the core network 
(CN); 

characterized in tffet 
20 there is a second set of\at least one predetermined criterion for 

transforming the location information;^ 

the first network controller iSRNC) checks whether at least one cri- 
terion in the second set is fulfilled; and^ 

in response to fulfilment of ^t least one criterion in the second set, 
.25 the first network controller (SRNC) sends transformed information (4-2, 5-2) 
about the terminal's location to the core raetwork (CN). 



30 



2. A method according to claim\ 1 , characterized in that in re- 
sponse to terminating the last connectionVoriented connection with the termi- 
nal, the first network controller (SRNC) rejborts the terminal's correct location 
to the core network (CN). 



3. A method according to claim l\or 2, characterized in that 
the information about the terminal's (MS) location indicates a location which is 
controlled by the first network controller (SRNCp) and which is part of the termi- 
nal's active set, if such a location exists. 
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4. A method according to claim 3, c h a r a c t e r i z e d in that if the 
terminars active set does not comprise a location which is controlled by the 
first network controller (SF^C), the information about the terminal's (MS) loca- 
tion indicates a virtual location, which is not controlled by either of said net- 

5 work controllers. 

5. A method accor^ling to claim 3, characterized in that if the 
terminars active set does not\comprise a location which is controlled by the 
first network controller (SRNC)Athe information about the terminal's (MS) loca- 
tion indicates the last location wLch is controlled by the first network controller 

10 and which has been part of the terminars active set. 

6. A method according to claim 3, characterized in that if the 
terminars active set does not comprise a location which is controlled by the 
first network controller (SRNC), saiU information about the terminal's (MS) lo- 
cation indicates a location which is ^t least partially controlled by the first net- 

15 work controller. 

7. A method according to ^ny one of the preceding claims, cha- 
racterized in that the information\about the terminal's (MS) location indi- 
cates a location the location informatiorl of which the terminal received last. 

8. A method according to anV one of the preceding claims, c h a - 
20 racterized in that if the terminal's (MS) active set does not comprise a lo- 
cation controlled by the first network conVoller (SRNC), the information about 
the terminal's (MS) location indicates a ^o^atiopr controlled by the second net- 
work controller (DRNC). 

9. A method according to any orle of the preceding claims, c h a - 
25 racterized in that said information abouV the terminal's (MS) location indi- 
cates at least one cell identifier, routing are4 identifier or location area identi- 
fier. 

10. A method according to any one\of the preceding claims, c h a 
racterized in that said first set of criteria pomprises a change of the ter- 

30 minal's location, activation of a PDP context for .the terminal and expiry of a 
recurring period of time. 
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11. A methoifl apcording to any one of the preceding claims, c h a 
ra cte riz-'ed in that 

the first and tl^e second network controller (RNC1, RNC2) are asso- 
ciated, respectively, \A/itn a first and a second switching element (SGSN1, 
SGSN2) for maintaining Subscription information related to the terminal (MS); 
and 

information abobt the terminars location is received by the first 
switching element (SGSNlAsends (5-4) information about the terminal's loca- 
tion to the second switching iplement (SGSN2) without a separate request. 

12. A method according to claim 11, characterized in that 
said information about the terminars location comprises the terminal's Packet 
Data Protocol and/or Mobility R(lanagement context. 

1 3. A method according to claim 11 or 12, characterized in 
that each of the first and the sfecond switching element (SGSN1, SGSN2) is 
substantially an SGSN node, a ^obile services Switching Centre or a combi- 
nation of both. 



14. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, cha- 
racterized in that said terminal is a mobile station, said access network is 
a radio access network and said rbtwork controller is a radio network control- 

20 ler. 

15. A first network controller for supporting a terminal (MS) in a 
telecommunications system which qpmprises a core network (CN) and an ac- 
cess network (RAN); 

wherein said first network \controIler is adapted to act, at least tem- 
25 porarily. as the terminal's serving network controller (SRNC) in said access 
network (RAN), for reporting the termViars location to the core network (CN); 
and 

the first network controller (feRNC) is adapted to receive location 
information from a drift network controller (DRNC) and to report it to the core 
30 network (CN) for determining the terminals (MS) location; 
characterized in that 
the first network controller (SRfWC) is adapted to transform said in- 
formation about the terminal's location be^re reporting it to the core network 
(CN). 




